Neurosurgeons Providing a Strong Voice at the AMA
With greater than 200,000 members, the American Medical Association (AMA) is one of the most influential lobbying groups on Capitol Hill.  Its efforts provide a voice for the larger medical community in our nation’s capital, and its policies affect how physicians practice on a day-to-day basis.  Though small in numbers, the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) and Congress of Neurological Surgeons (CNS) have found unique ways to increase the size of their delegation, allowing neurosurgery to exert greater influence on AMA policies and actions.  As of the most recent AMA meeting held in November 2012, nine neurosurgeons represented the AANS, the CNS, and the interests of neurosurgery, including an AMA past president, a member of the AMA Board of Trustees, and two young neurosurgeons from the Resident and Fellow Section.  With only nine ambassadors for organized neurosurgery, covering all of the caucuses and committees meetings, and action on the House of Delegates floor, can be chaotic.  Delegates often find themselves running between committee meetings, or juggling to cast an important vote, to ensure that the voice and needs of neurosurgery are heard.  
Unfortunately, however, due to declining AMA membership, neurosurgery could see a reduction in its delegation’s size, which would adversely affect the influence it can exert on AMA policy.  You can help neurosurgery maintain our strength by designating the AANS as your specialty society of choice either now, when you renew your AMA membership, or when you join the AMA.  Click here to cast your specialty ballot for the AANS. 
Meet the Delegation
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Organized Neurosurgery’s AMA Delegation celebrating Mark Kubala’s Distinguished Service Award (Left to Right: Katie Orrico, Phil Tally, Maya Babu, Mark Kubala, John Ratliff, Monica Wehby, Krystal Tomei, Zach Litvack, Ann Stroink; Not Pictured: Peter Carmel.
Peter W. Carmel, MD, Immediate Past President of the AMA

Dr. Carmel, a pediatric neurosurgeon from Newark, New Jersey, brings a wealth of experience to the neurosurgery delegation.  Over the last twenty years, he served as chair of the AMA Specialty and Service Society (SSS), chair of the AMA Council on Long Range Planning and Development, and President of the AMA Foundation.  Most recently, the Brooklyn-born Carmel served as the 166th AMA president.  Dr. Carmel brings his years of leadership experience in the AMA to help the steer the neurosurgery delegation.  On behalf of neurosurgery, he brings a well-respected, well-recognized voice to the House of Delegates.
Monica C. Wehby, MD, AMA Board of Trustees
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Since the Texas Medical Association Medical Student Section elected her chair, Dr. Wehby has been active in the AMA House of Delegates.  Currently serving on the Board of Trustees, Dr. Wehby, a past-president of the Oregon Medical Association, provides organized neurosurgery with a voice within the leadership ranks of the AMA.  In addition to working with the AMA, this pediatric neurosurgeon is the Council of State Neurosurgical Societies’ Northwest Quadrant Regional Director and the Northwest Region on the AANS Board of Directors.  Dr. Wehby also uses her PR training and communication skills to chair the AANS/CNS Communication and Public Relations Committee.
Mark J. Kubala, MD, AANS Delegate

A born and bred Texan, Dr. Kubala has been highly active in organized medicine, both at the state and national level for nearly 50 years.  At the November 2012 meeting, the AMA recognized Dr. Kubala’s lifetime of service by bestowing upon him the Distinguished Service Award for Meritorious Service in the Art and Science of Medicine.  During the presentation, AMA president Dr. Jeremy Lazarus stated, “Dr. Kubala embodies the essence of what it means to be a physician.”  Click here to view the award presentation.
Ann R. Stroink, MD, AANS Delegate

At the November 2012 meeting, Dr. Stroink, a past-president of the Illinois State Neurosurgical Society, had the privilege of serving on the House of Delegate’s legislative reference committee.  On the reference committee, she listened to delegate testimony, proposed amendments to resolutions, and made recommendations on resolutions to the House of Delegates.  She is also an active participant in the Coalition of State Medical and National Specialty Societies, which neurosurgery helps guide and direct, and which regularly brings resolutions before the House of Delegate.  Away from the AMA, Dr. Stroink is the recording secretary for the CSNS and member of the AANS/CNS Washington Committee.
Krystal L. Tomei, MD, MPH, PGY-7, AANS Delegate (Resident and Fellow Section)

Dr. Tomei is an AANS-endorsed delegate from the Resident and Fellow Section.  Currently residing in New Jersey, where she is completing her training, Dr. Tomei is a budding leader in organized neurosurgery and provides a young, powerful voice in the AMA, where she serves on the AMA’s Council of Medical Education.  Representing the future of neurosurgery, Dr. Tomei offers a different perspective when testifying in the House of Delegates.  She is demonstrating herself to be a strong leader and advocate for neurosurgeons.
John K. Ratliff, MD, AANS Alternate Delegate

Currently an Associate Professor at Stanford University Medical Center specializing in spinal procedures, Dr. Ratliff serves neurosurgery in multiple roles.  During his tenure as an alternate delegate to the AMA, he has had the opportunity to serve on the House of Delegates’ legislative reference committee.  Away from his AMA responsibilities, Dr. Ratliff has more than 100 publications and operates as the CSNS Website Committee Co-Chair.  He is also the vice chair of the AANS/CNS Quality Improvement Workgroup and the AANS’ Advisor to the AMA-Specialty Society Relative Update Committee, or RUC.
Phillip W. Tally, MD, CNS Delegate

With a wealth of experience in organized medicine, Dr. Tally, a past-president of the Florida Neurosurgical Society, brings a steady, knowledgeable voice to the House of Delegates floor.  Involved in organized medicine throughout his career, the Alabama-native has been on numerous AMA reference committees.  He is currently the chair of neurosurgery’s AMA delegation, and is a past chair of the AMA Specialty and Service Society (SSS). Dr. Tally is a recognized expert on matters related to health information technology, and has the privilege of serving on the AMA’s Health Information Technology Advisory Panel.  He also serves as the CSNS’ parliamentarian, and brings these skills to the AMA, where success or failure often depends on having a strong grasp of the procedural rules of order.
Zachary N. Litvack, MD, MCR, CNS Alternate Delegate

Dr. Litvack is the co-director of The Endoscopic Pituitary and Anterior Skull Base Surgery Program at The GW Medical Faculty Associates.  He also works as an assistant professor of neurosurgery and otolaryngology at The George Washington University School of Medicine & Health Sciences.  Dr. Litvack’s research has been recognized throughout neurosurgery, as he has received awards from the National Brain Tumor Foundation and the AANS/CSNS for clinical and socioeconomic research.  Highly involved in organized medicine, he is an active member of the AANS, CNS, CSNS, and the AMA, is the assistant editor of Self-Assessment in Neurological Surgery (SANS) and serves on the executive committee of the National Neurosurgery Quality & Outcomes Database (N2QOD).

Maya A. Babu, MD, MBA, PGY-3, Resident and Fellow Section (Minnesota)

A Minnesota-endorsed Resident and Fellow Section delegate, Dr. Babu has worked closely with organized neurosurgery over the past two years.  Like Dr. Tomei, she provides a fresh, energetic voice to the neurosurgery delegation.  Having already assumed a strong role in the CSNS, Dr. Babu brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the House of Delegates floor.  She is also the 2012-2013 Resident and Fellow Section appointee on the AMA Council on Legislation and serves on the Resident Fellow Section Governing Council.  In 2013, Dr. Babu is running for the resident-fellow position on the AMA Board of Trustees, and if elected, will continue neurosurgery’s strong tradition of AMA leadership. 
Katie O. Orrico, JD, AMA Staff Liaison

Katie Orrico has spent nearly 28 years advocating on behalf of neurosurgery.  As the AANS/CNS Washington Office Director and AMA Staff Liaison, she helps organize and guide the neurosurgical delegation.  In addition to directing the Washington office, Ms. Orrico has works with the AANS Political Action Committee, NeurosurgeryPAC.  With her expertise, the delegation is strongly positioned to represent neurosurgery.

Recently Proposed and Supported Resolutions

Neurosurgery’s delegation is actively involved with AMA policy development on a wide range of issues, including such topics as Medicare reform, reimbursement, ICD-10 coding, Medicare quality and resource reports, electronic health records, medical liability reform, EMTALA, expanding Medicaid eligibility and much, much more.  In addition, AANS/CNS delegates periodically submit or directly sponsor resolutions.  In 2012, organized neurosurgery helped draft or sponsor three floor resolutions.

2012-A, Resolution 123:  Medicare-Medicaid Dual-Eligible Demonstration Program

Led by the AANS and CNS, and co-sponsored by many organizations, Resolution 123 (2012-A) asked the AMA to support efforts to better coordinate the care of Medicare-Medicaid dual-eligibles, and to advocate that CMS delay its demonstration program until such time that beneficiaries and providers could better understand it.  Testimony focused on the disruption of the patient-physician relationship.  The House of Delegates agreed with the reference committee recommendation and adopted the resolution. 
2012-A, Resolution 610:  Participation in the CPT Process

Beginning in 2010, industry influences attempted to elevate pre-sacral arthrodesis Category III CPT Codes to Category I Codes.  The AANS, CNS, NASS, and AAOS did not support this, but the company was nevertheless able to push through the change.  In response, the AANS and CNS introduced Resolution 610 (2012-A) seeking to increase the oversight of the CPT editorial panel, to reduce industry influences, and to increase specialty society input in CPT code decision-making.  Though the resolution ultimately failed, it shed light on an important issue and helped pave the way for improvements in the CPT process.
2012-I, Resolution 215:  Sequestration Budget Cuts
Resolution 215 (2012-I) asked the AMA to lobby for a fiscally responsible alternative to the automatic budget sequestration cuts that loomed at the end of the 2012 calendar year.  The resolution found unanimous support in the House of Delegates and they adopted it.  On December 21, 2012, along with many other undersigned organizations, the AMA sent letters to the House of Representatives and the Senate urging them to develop alternatives to the automatic cuts.
The Small but Mighty Need to Remain Strong
Organized neurosurgery may not have the largest delegation at the AMA, but the AANS/CNS delegates have the tools, resources, and knowledge to accomplish a wide-range of goals.  Looking ahead, the AANS may be at risk of losing one of its delegates, and correspondingly some of its influence.  Because fewer neurosurgeons are members of the AMA, and those that are have not designated the AANS as their representative organization, we could have a smaller footprint within the AMA.   AANS and CNS leaders recognize that the AMA doesn’t always take positions that are in sync with neurosurgery’s own views, but like it or not, the AMA is the singular most influential medical organization in the U.S.  It is therefore essential that we have strong representation within the AMA to help guide and steer that rather large ship.

Once again, we encourage you to consider joining, rejoining or renewing your membership in the AMA.  If you are, or become, an AMA member, please also make sure that you cast a ballot designating the AANS as the specialty society that you would like to represent your interests.  Click here to select the AANS as your representative society.    This modest investment will help our specialty, your specialty and our patients.
Dr. Kubala receiving the Distinguished Service Award for Meritorious Service in the Art and Science of Medicine.








